Darwin Development Consent Authority Nightcliff Cafe Hearing 08 May 2015. Denis Burke Chairman.

An observer’s summary of the Development Consent Authority hearing into the Application for a Cafe on Darwin City Council (DCC) land at Nightcliff next to the swimming pool. Friday 8th May 2015.
Denis Burke ex-CLP Chief Minister as chair wondered if the “afternoon sun would blow you out of the cafe” with its glass walls facing west. Grant Tambling ex CLP Senator (committee member/hack) spoke! He asked if the proposed cafe would be large enough with “only” seating for 76 - 40 inside and 36 outside.  The DCC rep assured us the operators were happy (who wouldn’t be, getting cheap public land). There were questions about another liquor licence on public land zoned recreation. (Well everyone likes a drink don’t they?)
Di Koser wondered about traffic management of the 250square metre car park and public path. The Council reassured us that the path would be relocated to the edge of the cliffs “regardless of the DCA decision”.
SS noted that there had been 4 different site plans but DCC said this was usual and ‘the last plan submitted was the one that counted’ (too bad if we hadn’t seen it).

MC said everyone was consulted except the public (it is their land after all).

GF said she is a swimmer who is worried about privacy with the restaurant overlooking the pool. Because the restaurant is not integrated with the pool, control will be difficult.

The DCC said the pool is open to public view already and the restaurant will add a degree of “passive surveillance”.

There was talk about the choice of plants for the “green wall” but we were reassured that it would be alright on the day (trust us, we know what we are doing).

MC wanted to know exactly what land the restaurant is renting. Where is the Lot number? (there is none). The zoning is recreation and how was the restaurant supporting the swimming pool?  There is no relationship between pool and restaurant. Several people suggested a smaller cafe attached to the pool. 

Chairman Burke rambled on about the DCA’s “discretionary powers” (can do what they like). He said (inaccurately) that the restaurant was meant to make the pool economically viable.

MC pointed out the two uses are entirely different. There is already a cafe at the pool supporting the pool economically, for the benefit of pool users. The Council is using Crown Land. The public survey only gave two choices, A or B, restaurant or nothing.  The $1.5m of public money is for the building only.

DCC said the restaurant was to encourage people to utilise the open space which was “under-utilised”

MC said that mobile providers of food and coffee at the moment were an attraction to the open space and provided variety to the public.

GT gave a detailed history of erosion of the cliffs. Already parts of the pool area had been fenced off as dangerous. A 2011 report on effects of climate change recommended a 25 metre setback from the cliffs. In the next 25 years nothing surer than the cliff will erode and a sea wall will need to be constructed to protect the restaurant’s 20 year lease. It would cost 2 or 3 million to “armour plate the shoreline”. Plans being pushed ahead before a foreshore plan developed. “So much for the 2011 report.”
Chairman Denis Burke, profound as usual, noted that much of Darwin is in the flood zone anyway (so why should we worry).

GH: The council has not included costs of fencing, relocating paths etc.

Burkie again: “The public will like to walk along the edge of the cliffs.”
GH : There is not enough internal space to operate a kitchen.

Denis the Menace: “I’m assuming the hospitality business knows what it is doing” (trust the experts).
GH The restaurant has been designed on a computer in Adelaide.  The council will have to seek funding to attend to erosion, a cafe could be integrated with the pool area.
Burke again: “The purpose of the facility is to increase the viability of the pool.”Then he adds, “That’s me verbally the council again.” (interesting term for a chairman of the DCA).

Q: Will there be a 10pm closing time? A: If there is a change they will come back.

Q: If it is to support the pool , why isn’t it attached to the pool.

DCC: “The restaurant will activate the space” (whatever that means). 
Q: We are tired of the commercialising of public land.

NT News, Tuesday 12, p.3: “Not everyone’s cup of tea but cafe approved. A controversial cafe on the Nightcliff foreshore will go ahead, following the Development Consent Authority’s approval. A spokeswoman for the Department of Lands, Planning and The Environment said the application had been approved at a DCA meeting last Friday.” (I guess that’s why it is called the consent authority).
